
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES 

OF 
September 17, 2013 

 
Pre-Council 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Pre-Council 
Session at City Hall in said city at 6:00 p.m. the 17th day of September, 2013. 
Those present were: Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers; William Hamblin, 
Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black.   
 
Mayor Murray discussed agenda items with council. 
 

 
Regular Meeting 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:00 p.m. the 17th day of September, 2013. 
 
Councilmember Black gave the invocation and Councilmember Hamblin led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
On roll call the following answered present: 
 
  Mayor   Paul Murray 
  Council Members William Hamblin 
     Mike Butler 
     Matt Dial 
     Tom Williams   

Bill Black 
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Also present were Vicki Miller, City Clerk; Tom Briand, Building Inspector; James 
Elmore, Public Works Supervisor; Chief Chris McLean, Police Department; and 
Chief Clyde Miller, Fire Department.    
 
A quorum was present and Mayor Murray opened the meeting.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the meeting held on September 3, 
2013 for approval.  Councilmember Dial made a motion to adopt the minutes with 
the correction of the spelling of Samson Equipment to Sansom Equipment. 
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the workshop session held on 
September 5, 2013 for approval.  Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to 
adopt the minutes as presented. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion 
and it carried. 
 

Special Recognition- None 
 

Visitors 
Mayor Murray opened the floor for visitors.  
 
1. Shirley Presnall.   
 
Mrs. Presnall came before council and presented a flyer on an upcoming fund 
raising event for the Friends of Satsuma Schools.  The event, “Satsuma’s Top 
Shot Competition,” is a shooting competition to be held on October 19, 2013 at 
the Satsuma Firing Range.  The event has been coordinated with Police Chief 
McLean and the proceeds will go toward various projects at Satsuma City 
Schools. She stated that the entrance fee is $25.00 and each participant will be 
responsible for bringing their own gun and ammunition.   
 
Mrs. Presnall also stated that there is a concrete post which needs to be 
removed at the school where they are meeting and the parking lot needs 
restriping.  Mayor asked Ms. Presnall to get with James Elmore. 

 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
 
1. Approval of the FY2014 Holiday Schedule 
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to approve the holiday schedule 
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
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2. Approval of the FY2014 Council Meeting Schedule 
 
Councilmember Dial stated that the schedule shows the council meeting on 
March 4 which is Mardi Gras Day.  He made a recommendation that the meeting 
be moved to March 11.  With no further comments or questions, he made a 
motion to approve the meeting schedule with that change.  Councilmember 
Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
 
3. Approval of the FY2014 budget. 
 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the FY2014 budget.  
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray reported that he has received a request from Satsuma City 
Schools to use the Senior Bus as a shuttle bus for senior citizens and 
handicapped persons who need a ride to the ballgame this Friday between 
Satsuma High School and Saraland High School.  He stated that the matter was 
discussed in pre-council and the council agreed to charge the school $100 to 
reimburse the city for the driver.  With no further comments or questions, 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to use the Senior Bus as a transport for 
the school from the Baptist church to the football field.  Councilmember Butler 
seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
Parks and Recreation:  
 
Councilmember Hamblin reported that there is an issue with the safety of an 
electrical box at Lions Park.  He made a motion to install a lockable box with a 
disconnect switch on the outside of the box for an approximate amount of 
$675.00.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
 
Public Safety: 
 
1. Discussion of enforcement of Dog Leash Law.  
 
Councilmember Butler discussed in pre-council that due to recent dog related 
incidents with dogs attacking citizen riding bikes and walking, he recommends 
that the leash law, which the city already has on the books, be strictly enforced.  
He stated he has spoken with Chief McLean and the officers will be strictly 
enforcing the ordinance.   
 
2. Announcement on new fire truck 
 
Councilmember Butler announced that the new fire truck should be ready by the 
2nd week in October.   
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Municipal Services:   
 
Councilmember Dial expressed condolences on behalf of the mayor and council 
to the family of Carolyn Andress.  
 
1 Discussion of purchase of new garbage truck from Sansom Equipment, 
lease agreement and trade in of 27 yard garbage truck.  
 
Councilmember Dial reported that he, Councilmember Butler and 
Councilmember Williams along with James Elmore met with representative from 
Sansom Equipment and discussed the purchasing of a new garbage truck 
through a lease program.  He stated that the lease amount should be 
approximately $4408 per month for 3 years.  After 3 years, Sansom has agreed 
to purchase the truck back from the city.  In the meantime, they have also agreed 
to purchase the 27 yard truck for $120,000 which will be the payoff of the truck in 
April 2014. The time frame for delivery of the new truck is approximately 6 
months once the order has been placed.  He stated that the saving on repairs will 
offset any additional cost of a new truck. Councilmember Dial stated that we are 
waiting on the agreement from Sansom to purchase the truck back after the three 
year period and finalizing the financing agreement.   
 
  
Administration: 
 
1- Payment of the Bills 
 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Williams gave a commendation to Derek Vaughn, an employee 
in the Public Works Department.  Councilmember Williams reported that while 
working at the trash ramp, Mr. Vaughn noticed that someone had thrown away a 
flag in one of the dumpsters.  Mr. Vaughn retrieved the flag and took it to Mr. 
Jack Presnall who would see that the flag was property disposed.  
Councilmember Williams stated that Derek should be commended for his 
actions. Council agreed. 
 
Councilmember Williams reminded everyone of the upcoming municipal dinner in 
Mt. Vernon on Thursday and the CMO training in Loxley on the same day. 
 
 
Public Works:  
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Councilmember Black reported that APACT, Alabama Public Awareness 
Cooperative Training, will be hosting a Pipeline Awareness Program on October 
3, 2013 at Greater Gulf State Fairgrounds.  He stated that many of the public 
workers will be attending and using the city vehicles. 
 
  

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS AND OTHER 
BUSINESS 

 
 
 
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Black seconded the motion. The meeting 
adjourned at 7:35 P.M.  
 
 
__________________  _____________________  
Mayor Murray   Councilmember Hamblin 
 
___________________  ______________________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
___________________  ______________________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
ATTEST: ________________ 
City Clerk 
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