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MINUTES 
OF 

May 3, 2016 
 

Pre-Council 
 

The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Pre-Council 
Session at City Hall  in said city at 6:00 p.m. the 3rd day of May, 2016. Those 
present were:   Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: William Hamblin, Mike 
Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black. 
 
Mayor Murray discussed the agenda items.   
 
Mr. David Green, owner of GreenCo, spoke to the council about renewing the 
debris removal contract.  The contract is required in case of a natural disaster in 
order for the city to be reimbursed for clean up by FEMA.  Mr. Green explained 
that he is the owner of the company and is prepared to perform the services 
should the need arise.  He stated that he has the current contract with the city 
and the contract is up for renewal.  Mr. Green stated that the new contract will be 
increased from last year.  The increase will be based on the federal CPI which he 
estimates to be around 3%.   

 
Regular Meeting 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:00 P.M. the 3rd day of May, 2016. 
 
 
 

PAUL MURRAY 
MAYOR 

 
VICKI MILLER 
CITY CLERK 

 
CHRIS MCLEAN 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
 

CLYDE MILLER 
FIRE CHIEF 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

WILLIAM HAMBLIN, PLACE I 

MIKE BUTLER, PLACE 2 

MATT DIAL, PLACE 3 

THOMAS WILLIAMS, PLACE 4 

BILL BLACK, PLACE 5 
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 Invocation 
Councilmember Dial gave the invocation which was followed by the reciting of 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
On roll call the following were present: Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers: 
William Hamblin, Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams, and Bill Black.  
 
Also present were Jay Minus, City Attorney, Vicki Miller, City Clerk; James 
Elmore, Public Works Supervisor; Tom Briand, City Inspector, Fire Chief Clyde 
Miller and  Police Chief Chris McLean.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the regular meeting held on April 19, 
2016. Councilmember Dial made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the work session held on May 2, 2016. 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
 
Special Recognition:  None 
 
Visitors: 
 
1. Satsuma Youth Development Association Board and coaches to request 
donation for uniforms 
 
William James spoke on behalf of the association and reported that the 
association is now a registered non-profit organization and has new leadership.  
He stated there is a need for equipment for the children specifically helmets and 
shoulder pads.  He reported that the equipment they now have is outdated and a 
hazard for the children.  Mr. James stated they want to rebuild the program and 
in order to do so they need $5,000 to purchase the equipment.   Councilmember 
Hamblin asked about the dues that are collected.  Mr. James stated that the 
registration fee is $110.00 and that those funds will be used for referees, 
insurance and jerseys.  Mayor Murray told Mr. James that the council would 
discuss and get back with him.  
 
Mayor Murray opened the floor for visitors. 
 
Mary Atchison and Luvenia Spotswood, representing the Women’s Club of 
Satsuma, came before council.   Ms. Atchison stated that to date they have 
received a little over $11,000 in donations for the construction of the Union 
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Chapel, however many groups that they are approaching to request a donation 
are asking to see plans before they will donate.  Ms. Atchison stated that she 
would like for Mr. Briand to draw the plans and the city to approve him to do this 
on city time since this will be a city building.  Jay Minus explained that there were 
a few issues.  One was that the agreement with the Women’s Club was that they 
would handle everything and then turn the building over to the city.  Secondly, 
there could be a conflict with Mr. Briand doing the drawing and inspecting the 
building.  Mr. Briand stated that since a church is considered a commercial 
building, then a certified engineer will have to sign off on the plans, which is 
another expense.  He stated that he would then just be the draftsman.  Mayor 
Murray stated that they would have to review the contract, discuss and get back 
with them. 
 
Mayor ‘s and Council’s Reports: 
 
Mayor- Mayor Murray reported that there has been a problem with people 
coming before the council requesting use of the lodge and not completing the 
necessary paperwork.  He stated that when someone comes to council they 
need to have completed the proper paperwork or be told that they will not get the 
date reserved until they complete the necessary paperwork and pay the required 
fees.  
 
Mayor Murray reported that the Baker Road project is completed. 
 
Parks- .Councilmember Hamblin reported that public works crews re-painted 
and re-screened the pavilion at Steele Creek Lodge.  He stated that they also 
repaired the piers.  Councilmember Hamblin reported that the “No Swimming” 
signs for the Gunnison Creek Kayak/Canoe Landing were ordered and will be 
installed as soon as they are received.  Councilmember Hamblin reported that all 
the work has been completed at Wright Park and he commended James Elmore 
and his crew for a job well done.     
 
Public Safety- Councilmember Butler did not have any items for 
discussion. 
 
Municipal Services- Councilmember Dial expressed condolences to the family 
of Mary Ann Lowe, Councilmember Black’s sister and the family of John Maherg.  
Councilmember Dial reported that in the last couple of weeks, there have been 
some repairs made to the leaf vacuum.  He stated that the repairs were needed 
due to the amount of dirt that passes through the machine when leaves are 
picked up. 
 
Administration-Councilmember Williams reminded everyone of the following:   
 

• Alabama Operation Lifesaver, a non –profit organization that promotes 
railroad safety, will be holding a press conference Wednesday at 10:00 
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a.m.  He stated that Satsuma was chosen as one of the 40 cities on their 
40-City Safety Tour.   

• Satsuma Baptist will be hosting the National Day of Prayer on Thursday at 
12 noon at Baldwin Square.  

• Satsuma Planning Commission will be meeting on Thursday at 6:00 p.m.  
• Satsuma High School will be having the Honors Day Program on Friday at 

which time all scholarships will be announced.  
 
Public Works- Councilmember Black reported that Mr. Elmore has requested 
permission for six employees to attend a chainsaw class to be held May 27, 2016 
in Fairhope at a cost of $25.00 per employee.  Mr. Black made a motion to 
approve the request.  Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it 
carried.     
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
     1. Payment of the bills. 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented in 
 the amount of $78,529.22  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and 
 it carried.  

 
2 Request for exemption of payment for Steele Creek Lodge for the 
 Satsuma High School Baseball Boosters- May 10th- Banquet 
 Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the request. 
 Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
3. Request for exemption of payment for Steele Creek Lodge for the 
 Satsuma High School Close Up/Student Council for May 12th - Dance 
 Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the request. 
 Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
  
4.  Consideration of renewing the contract with GreenCo for debris 
 removal after a natural disaster.  
 Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the renewal of the 
 contract with GreenCo. Councilmember Williams seconded the motion 
 and it carried. 
  

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCE, ORDERS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of Resolution 2016-05-01- A Resolution authorizing a cash 
advance to Mayor Murray, Councilmembers: William Hamblin, Tom 
Williams and Bill Black for expenses related to the ALALM convention in 
Huntsville, Alabama.  
Councilmember Dial made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-05-01.   
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

RESOLUTION 2016-05-01 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Satsuma, that 
 
WHEREAS, cash advance in the amount of $ 356.00 (based on the GSA standard) for 
meals and travel expense is hereby authorized to Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers: 
tWilliam Hamblin, Tom Williams and Bill Black to attend the Alabama League of 
Municipalities Convention in Huntsville, Alabama, May 14-17, 2016.  
 
WHEREAS, a statement of said expenditures will be presented to the City Clerk 
immediately upon return, at which time all monies will be balanced. 
 
ADOPTED on this 3rd of May, 2016. 
 
      _/s/ Paul Murray__________________ 
      Paul Murray, Mayor 
_/s/ Vicki Miller___________ 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk 
 
Adjournment 
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember 
Williams seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:35 P.M.   
 
 
 
_/s/ Paul Murray_______  _/s/ William Hamblin______  
Mayor Murray   Councilmember Hamblin 
 
_/s/ Mike Butler________  /s/ Matt Dial_____________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
_/s/ Tom Williams______  __/s/ Bill Black___________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
ATTEST: _/s/ Vicki Miller______ 
City Clerk 
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