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MINUTES 
OF 

March 1, 2016 
 

Pre-Council 
 

The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Pre-Council Session 
at City Hall  in said city at 6:00 p.m. the 1st day of March, 2016. Those present were:   
Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: William Hamblin, Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom 
Williams and Bill Black. 
 
Jeremy McMath, Civil Southeast Engineering, came before Council to give an update on 
the current capital projects: 
 
 1) TAP 2015- Sidewalk project on East side of Highway 43- Mr. McMath 
reported that once the funding is released the project will be ready to be let out for bids.  
He stated he thinks this could happen in May or possibly June. 
 
 2) TAP2016- Sidewalk down Ryals, South Vaughan, Granada and Thomas- He 
stated that 52 applications were received by ALDOT and that there is no word on when 
this grant will be awarded.  
 
 3) Baker Road Bridge and Resurfacing- Mr. McMath reported that the bridge is 
complete, the detour will be removed by the end of the week, and traffic will be able to 
use the new bridge.  The resurfacing will begin shortly.  Mr. McMath stated that when 
this grant first begun the city was going to include resurfacing the road from I-65 to the 
bridge.  He stated that due to some issues with the guard rail the approach was 
eliminated. However he has spoken with the contractor, Gulf Equipment Corp, and they 
are willing to pave the approaches on both sides of the overpass if the city is willing to 
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pay directly.  Mr. McMath stated that the estimated cost will be $35,000 to do both 
approaches to the I-65 overpass and recommended that the council consider since the 
contractor will already be on-site.  Councilmembers discussed and agreed that they would 
make a decision at the next meeting. 
  
Mayor Murray discussed the agenda items.   
 

 
Regular Meeting 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:00 P.M. the 1st day of  March, 2016. 
 
 Invocation 
Councilmember Butler gave the invocation which was followed by the reciting of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
On roll call the following were present: Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers: William 
Hamblin, Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams, and Bill Black.  
 
Also present were Jay Minus, City Attorney, Vicki Miller, City Clerk; James Elmore, 
Public Works Supervisor; Tom Briand, City Inspector, Fire Chief Clyde Miller and  
Captain Jana Dukes.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the regular meeting held on February 16, 
2016. Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the work session held on February 22, 2016. 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Special Recognition:  
 
1. Induction of Stephanie Gatlin, new school board member 
 
Mayor Murray read Resolution 2016-03-01 and Judge Mike Box administered the Oath 
of Office.  
  RESOLUTION NO. 2016-03-01 
 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING STEPHANIE GATLIN TO 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE SATSUMA CITY SCHOOL SYSTEM 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Satsuma, Alabama (the “City”) created a Board of 
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Education (“BOE”) pursuant to Alabama Code § 16-22-2, et seq. (1975);  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has resolved to appoint five (5) residents of the City of 
Satsuma, who are not members of the City Council, and who were chosen upon their 
character and fitness, to serve as the initial members of the BOE; and 
 
 WHEREAS, one of the members, Joel Tate was appointed March 2013 for the 
remainder of the term for Patricia Hicks expired May 1, 2017,  and  
 
 WHEREAS, Joel Tate has tendered his resignation and the City announced that 
the City would be accepting applications and conducting interviews; and 
 
 WHEREAS, after conducting the interviews, the City now wishes to appoint 
Stephanie Gatlin to serve the remainder of the vacated term (until May 2, 2017). 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SATSUMA, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 

A. Stephanie Gatlin is appointed to the BOE to fill the remaining term of Joel 
Tate.  Said term shall expire on or about April 30, 2017. 
 

B. Stephanie Gatlin is to serve for the specified term of office, until her 
successor assumes office. 
 

 ADOPTED and APPROVED, this 1st day of March, 2016 

 
       _/s/ Paul Murray ___________ 
       Paul Murray, Mayor 
       City of Satsuma, Alabama 
ATTEST: 
_/s/ Vicki Miller________________________________ 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk 

 
 
Visitors- None 
 
Mayor ‘s and Council’s Reports: 
 
Mayor:  Mayor Murray stated that he did not have any matters for comments or 
discussion. 
  
Parks- .Councilmember Hamblin reported that Tom Briand and James Elmore visited a 
few area splash pads to gain more information on the operations and maintenance. 
Councilmember Hamblin again commended James Elmore and the public works crews 
who have made many improvements at Wright Park and also made note that the tennis 
courts have been refurbished.  
 
Public Safety- Councilmember Butler read a letter from Richard Wood, President of 
the Board of Directors of Ronald McDonald House thanking the fire department for their 
donation of toys during Christmas.   
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Councilmember Butler reminded everyone of the public hearing on March 14, 2016 at 
6:00 p.m. to discuss the construction of a new public safety building and discussion of 
ways to help fund the project.   
 
Councilmember Butler stated that he, Mayor Murray and other councilmembers will be 
reading to the students at Robert E. Lee School for the celebration of Dr. Seuss’ birthday.  
 
Councilmember Butler stated that the fire department is short three (3) employees and the 
police department is one (1) person short due to recent resignations.  He stated that these 
positions are important and need to be filled.   
 
Councilmember Butler introduced Officer Colin Campbell who introduced all the 
explorers and stated that the group recently attended competition in Gatlinburg and 
competed with other Police Explorers.  He explained that the Explorer Program is for 
young men and women to learn from life programs.  The participants enter into a 
program to explore a career path and work to become a part of the community.   Officer 
Campbell stated that these young men and women raise all the funds for their uniforms, 
training aids and competition by having fund raisers throughout the year.  
Councilmember Butler thanked the chaperones that went with the Explorers to 
Tennessee; Captain Jana Dukes, Officers Eric Isbell and Colin Campbell.  He stated that 
Satsuma was the only Explorer program from the State of Alabama to attend.  He also 
thanked the parents for their support.  
 
Municipal Services- Councilmember Dial  
 
1) Letter of Support- Satsuma City Schools for grant application for High Quality 
Pre-Kindergarten class (4K program) 
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion asking Mayor Murray to execute the letter of 
support for the grant.  Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
Councilmember Dial expressed condolences on behalf of the Mayor and Council to the 
family of David Swann who was killed in Louisiana during a tornado.  
 
Administration-Councilmember Williams reminded everyone of the employee health 
and benefit fair that will be held on March 9th.  He stated that if the city gets over 80 % 
participation then it gets a discount on the premium of $10 per month per employee. He 
stated that currently the city is getting $480.00 a month discount and that it is imperative 
that all employees participate and he encouraged all department heads to get their 
employees to participate.  
 
Councilmember Williams reminded everyone that the Statement of Economic Interest is 
due by April 30, 2016 and can be filed on line.  
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Councilmember Williams reminded everyone of the Swamp Fest to be held Saturday, 
May 5th in the parking lot of the Satsuma School Annex with all proceeds going to the 
school system.  
 
Public Works- Councilmember Black reported that he, James Elmore and Bridgett 
Nolan attended a quarterly required meeting with the Alabama Department of 
Corrections.  He stated that the meeting was informative.  
 
Councilmember Black reported that he spoke last Wednesday at the Public Works Safety 
meeting about making decisions.  He stated that public works holds weekly safety 
meetings and he appreciates the participation of all the workers.  
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
     1. Payment of the bills. 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented in the 
 amount of $97,286.76 of which $45,231.48 is the second payment on the 
 property/casualty and workers compensation insurance.  Councilmember Dial 
 seconded the motion and it carried. 
  

  2. Acceptance of resignation from Mike Fitzpatrick, Fire Fighter 
 Councilmember Butler read the resignation and made a motion to accept the 
 resignation in good standing.  Councilmember Hamblin seconded the  motion and 
 it carried. 
 
3. Acceptance of resignation from Alex Jones, Canine Officer. 
 Councilmember Butler read the resignation and made a motion to accept the 
 resignation in good standing. Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it 
 carried.  
 
4. Call for a certification list for police officer. 
 Councilmember Butler made a motion to call for a certification list from the 
 Mobile County Personnel Board for police officer. Councilmember Williams 
 seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
5.  Approval of contract with CDG Engineering for engineering consulting 
 service for the annual ADEM stormwater report which is due March 31. 
 2016. 
 Councilmember Williams stated that this is the same engineering firm that was 
 used last year to prepare the Stormwater Plan and report.  He stated that the 
 consulting should not be more than $3,000 and then made the motion to approve 
 the contract with CDG Engineering. Councilmember Hamblin seconded the 
 motion and it carried. 
 
6.  Request from James Elmore, Public Works Supervisor, to purchase six (6) 
 weed eaters for a cost of approximately $239.96 each. 
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 Councilmember Black reported that the public works department has to do this 
 every year and then made a motion to approve the purchase.  Councilmember Dial 
 seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
7. Approval for Tom Briand and Vicki Miller to attend the mandatory 
 compliance workshop for the Splash Pad in Montgomery on March 22, 2016 
 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
 Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to approve the trip noting that the  
 only expense will be meals and the use of a city vehicle. Councilmember Butler 
 seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
8. Award contract for electrical work to install ceiling fans at Steele Creek 
 Lodge. 
 
 Councilmember Hamblin reported that three (3) quotes were received.  He 
 read the quotes as follows: 
  H&H Electrical  $1,690.00 
  Ace Electric   $1,275.00 
  Heritage Electric  $1,220.00 
 Councilmember Hamblin then made a motion to award the project to Heritage 
 Electric for $1,220.00.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
9. Selection of the engineering firm to handle the CDBG Williams Avenue 
 Paving Project 
 
 Councilmember Williams stated that two firms submitted an RFP, Civil 
 Southeast Engineering and Hatch, Mott and McDaniel, for the paving 
 project.  Councilmember Williams stated that he, Tom Briand and Vicki Miller 
 reviewed and graded the proposals and Civil Southeast Engineering 
 received the highest score. With no further comments or questions, 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to select Civil Southeast  Engineering as 
 the engineering firm to handle the Williams Avenue CDBG paving project.  
 Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
10. Request from Lisa Cooper, Magistrate, to attend the Magistrate’s 
 maintenance class on May 5, 2016 at the Admiral Semmes Hotel in Mobile. 
 Cost of class is $185.00. 
  
 Councilmember Butler made a motion to approve request.  Councilmember 
 Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
11. Purchase of limestone that was used on Baker Road 
 
 Mayor Murray reported that Gulf Equipment Corp., the contractor doing the 
 construction on Baker Road has given the city the opportunity to purchase the 
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limestone from the project at a price of $400 per load.  Mr. Elmore has stated that if 
the city were to purchase this at any other time, it would cost around $1,000 for a 20 
ton load. He stated that the estimated quantity is five (5) loads.   
 
Councilmember Black made a motion to approve the purchase up to $3,000.00. 
Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCE, ORDERS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of Resolution 2016-03-02 A Resolution to re-appoint Mary Pierce 
and Anna Gardner to the Satsuma Public Library Board. 
 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to adopt Resolution 2016-03-01. .  
Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2016-03-02  A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A  
SATSUMA PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER 

 
 WHEREAS, Ordinance 327 provides that the City Council of Satsuma shall fill all 
vacancies  including expired and unexpired terms; and   
 
 WHEREAS, Mary Pierce and Anna Gardner’s terms will expire June of 2016; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Mary Pierce and Anna Gardner have expressed their desire to 
continue to serve as  members of the Satsuma Public Library Board.   
 
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SATSUMA, ALABAMA does hereby confirm the re-appointment of Mary Pierce 
and Anna Gardner to the Satsuma Public Library Board 

 
 ADOPTED and APPROVED, this 1st day of March, 2016 

       __/s/ Paul Murray_____________ 
       Paul Murray, Mayor 
       City of Satsuma, Alabama 
 
I, the undersigned City Clerk of the City of Satsuma, Alabama do hereby certify that the 
above and foregoing is a resolution that lawfully passed and adopted by the City Council 
of the City of Satsuma, at a regular meeting of such Council on the 1st day of March, 2016 
and that such resolution is on file in the office of the City Clerk and published by posting a 
copy thereof at the following named places; 
 
 1. City Hall, Satsuma, Alabama 
 2. Satsuma Public Library 
 3. Satsuma Water and Sewer Board 
 4. Satsuma Post Office 
 
 
ATTEST: 
__/s/ Vicki Miller______________ 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk 
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Adjournment 
 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Black 
seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.M.   
 
 
 
/s/ Paul Murray________  _/s/ William Hamblin_____  
Mayor Murray    Councilmember Hamblin 
 
/s/ Mike Butler________  /s/ Matt Dial____________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
_/s/ Tom Williams_______  _/s/ Bill Black___________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
ATTEST: _/s/ Vicki Miller________ 
City Clerk 
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