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MINUTES 
OF 

February 2, 2016 
 

Work Session 
 

The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Work 
Session at City Hall in said city at 5:00 p.m. the 2nd day of February, 2016. 
Those present were:   Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: Mike Butler, Matt 
Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black. 
Absent: William Hamblin 

 
Mayor Murray stated that the work session was called at the suggestion of 
Superintendent Dr. Joe Walters, to give potential candidates and the mayor and 
council an insight into what it means to be a school board member.  Members of 
the school board present were: Linda Robbins, Jimmy Upton, Diane Keasler, and 
James Woosley. Linda Robbins began the presentation by stating that Joel Tate 
resigned from the school board due to a job change which required relocating to 
another city.  Each board member spoke on the duties and responsibilities of 
school board members.  
 
The Work Session closed at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Pre-Council 
 

The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Pre-Council 
Session at City Hall  in said city at 6:10 p.m. the 2nd day of February, 2016. 

PAUL MURRAY 
MAYOR 

 
VICKI MILLER 
CITY CLERK 

 
CHRIS MCLEAN 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
 

CLYDE MILLER 
FIRE CHIEF 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

WILLIAM HAMBLIN, PLACE I 

MIKE BUTLER, PLACE 2 

MATT DIAL, PLACE 3 

THOMAS WILLIAMS, PLACE 4 

BILL BLACK, PLACE 5 
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Those present were:   Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: William Hamblin, 
Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black. 
   
Special Guest: Mobile County Commissioner Merceria Ludgood 
 
Mayor Murray turned the first part of the pre-council over to Councilmember 
Butler.  Councilmember Butler stated at the last meeting he reported that Ms. 
Ludgood had committed to giving the city $250,000.  He stated that AL.com 
misrepresented the information giving the indication that the city has already 
received the funds.  He apologizes to Commissioner Ludgood for the 
misunderstanding.  Commissioner Ludgood stated that she wants the city leader 
to know that she is committed to this project and is sensitive to the needs.  She 
stated when the city works out all of the details on how to move forward to 
contact her and she will present the project to the other commissioners.   
 
Mayor Murray discussed the agenda items.   

 
Regular Meeting 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:00 P.M. the 2nd  day of  February 2016. 
 
 Invocation 
Councilmember Black gave the invocation which was followed by the reciting of the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
On roll call the following were present: Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers: William 
Hamblin, Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams, and Bill Black.  
 
Also present were Vicki Miller, City Clerk; James Elmore, Public Works Supervisor; 
Tom Briand, City Inspector, Fire Chief Clyde Miller and  Police Chief Chris McLean. No 
attorney was present.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the regular meeting held on January 19, 2016. 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Special Recognition:  None 
 
Visitors- 
1. Shirley Presnall- update on Swamp Fest 
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Ms. Presnall came before council to give an update on this year’s Swamp Fest.  She 
stated that the date is March 5th and there are going to be lots of entertainment and 
exhibitors.  She expects it to be larger than last year.  It will be held in the same location 
as last year. She reported that $8,000 of the proceeds from last year’s  event was given 
out as grants to teachers that applied and showed a need and $1,000 was given in 
scholarships. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Mayor:    
Mayor Murray reported that the bridge on Baker Road is progressing on target and will 
be completed in April or May. 
 
Parks- .Councilmember Hamblin once again commended James Elmore and the public 
works crew for the continued work at Wright Park including new sidewalks and fencing. 
 
Public Safety- Councilmember Butler reported that the council discussed in pre-council 
setting a work session/public hearing on the proposed public safety building to get 
citizens input.  He stated that EDT will be present with a design and costs.  He then made 
a motion to hold a public hearing on March 14, 2016 at 6:00.  Councilmember Dial 
seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
Municipal Services- Councilmember Dial reported that James Elmore and Bridget 
Nolan will be attending an all day work shop on damage assessment needed after a 
disaster sponsored by Mobile County Emergency Management Association.  He stated 
that the event will be at the NOAA Disaster Recovery Center in Mobile on February 16, 
2016. 
 
Administration-Councilmember Williams reported that the city has received a copy of 
the FY2015 audit and he would like to set up a work session to go over the audit with 
Will Betancourt.  He then made a motion to hold a work session on February 16, 2016 at 
5:00 p.m. with Mr. Betancourt.  Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it 
carried.  
 
Councilmember Williams reported that at a previous council meeting, a check from the 
SCDO was presented to the city to purchase more Christmas lights.  He stated that James 
Elmore has given an estimated cost of $1000.00 to put the necessary electrical outlets on 
six (6) more poles.  He stated that Vicki Miller has gotten a quote from the vendor to 
purchase similar lights for $1808.80.  He then made a motion to proceed and purchase the 
lights.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
Public Works- Councilmember Black read a thank you letter from Rosemary Fuller, 
employee at the Satsuma Public Library, thanking the mayor and council for the gift card 
given at Christmas, 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
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     1. Payment of the bills. 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented in the 
 amount of $114,566.71 of which $12,000 for a bond payment, $12,350 for the 
 audit and $47,000, a third of the workers comp/liability insurance.   
 Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
  

  2. Request for expenses for three (3) advisors that will be attending the National 
 Explorer Competition in Gatlinburg, TN on February 12& 13 in the amount 
 of $850.00 to cover rooms and meals. 
 Councilmember Butler stated that the advisors are police officers employed by the 
 city. He then made a motion to approve the request.  Councilmember Dial 
 seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCE, ORDERS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of Ordinance 516- An ordinance confirming and ratifying the levy 
of the seven and one-half (7.5) mil ad valorem tax for the Satsuma city School 
System. 
 
Councilmember Dial reminded everyone again that this is not a new tax.  The ordinance 
commits to keeping the tax at least until the year 2034.  With no questions or comments, 
he made a motion to adopt Ordinance 515.  Councilmember Butler seconded the motion 
and it carried.  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 516 

 
AN ORDINANCE CONFIRMING AND 

RATIFYING THE LEVY OF THE SEVEN AND 
ONE-HALF (7.5) MILL AD VALOREM TAX  

IN THE CITY PURSUANT TO AMENDMENT NO. 56 TO 
THE CONSTITUTION OF ALABAMA OF 1901 AND A 

SPECIAL ELECTION HELD IN THE CITY ON APRIL 12, 2011 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the "Council") of the City of 
Satsuma (the "City") as follows: 
 
 
 Section 1.  Findings.  The Council hereby finds and declares that the 
City presently levies, pursuant to Amendment No. 56 to the Constitution of 
Alabama of 1901 and a special election held in the City on April 12, 2011, a 
tax (the "Special Ad Valorem Tax") annually on all taxable property 
situated in the City at a rate of seven and one-half (7.5) mills per annum, 
the proceeds of which tax are for use by and for the Satsuma City Board of 
Education (the "Board"); and that the Board proposes (a) to issue its 
Special Tax School Warrants, Series 2016, in the approximate aggregate 
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principal amount of $2,000,000 (the "Warrants"), for the purpose of 
providing various capital public school improvements to the facilities of 
the Board, and (b) to pledge, for the payment of the principal of and 
interest on the Warrants, the net proceeds derived by the Board from 
collections of the Special Ad Valorem Tax. 
 
 
 Section 2.  Pledge.  The City hereby pledges, to the Board and to the 
holders and beneficial owners of the Warrants, the proceeds, after 
payment of the costs of assessment and collection, of the Special Ad 
Valorem Tax, and agrees that it shall continue to levy and provide for the 
collection of the Special Ad Valorem Tax until the final retirement of the 
Warrants, now expected to occur on or before February 1, 2034. 
 
 
  ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 2nd day of February, 2016. 
 
 
 

   /s/ Paul Murray    
     Mayor of the  
     City of Satsuma, Alabama 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/ Vicki Miller    
 City Clerk of the 
 City of Satsuma, Alabama 
 

 
2. Consideration of Ordinance 517- An Ordinance to amend the salary ordinance 
for the mayor and council to include health benefits as mandated by federal law 
specifically the Affordable Care Act. 
 
Councilmember Williams stated that this ordinance will apply to the next mayor and 
council and if is still mandated that the city offer the insurance because of the Affordable 
Care Act, then it will be done in November at the time of open enrollment. 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to introduce Ordinance 517.  Councilmember 
Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Before closing the meeting, Ms. Presnall asked if she could speak again.  She wanted the 
council to know that Satsuma Resident, Jon Miller, has made a documentary on the 
“Cigar Box Guitar” and will be having a screening at the Satsuma Public Library on 
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February 27, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  The admission is $5.00 and is a fund raiser for the 
Friends of Satsuma Schools.   
     
Adjournment 
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilmember Black 
seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:25 P.M.   
 
 
 
___________________  ______________________  
Mayor Murray    Councilmember Hamblin 
 
____________________  ______________________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
___________________  _______________________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
ATTEST: ________________ 
City Clerk 
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