
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

November 20, 2012 
The Regular Meeting of the Satsuma City Council 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:00 p.m. the 20th day of November, 2012. 
  
On roll call the following answered present: 
 
  Mayor   Paul J. Murray  
  Council Members William Hamblin 

Mike Butler 
     Matt Dial 
     Tom Williams    

Bill Black 
 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk; Jay Minus, City Attorney; Tom Briand, Building Inspector; 
James Elmore, Public Works Supervisor; Chief Chris McLean, Police Department; and 
Chief Clyde Miller, Fire Department were present.   A quorum was present and Mayor 
Murray opened the meeting.  
 
 A pre-council meeting was held at 6:00 P.M.  prior to the regular meeting to discuss 
issues coming before Council. 
 
 Mayor Murray presented the minutes of the organizational meeting held on November 5, 
2012 for approval.  Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to adopt the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes of the regular meeting held on November 5, 2012 
for approval.  Councilmember Butler made a motion to adopt the minutes as presented. 
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Mayor Murray presented the minutes of the workshop session held on November 12, 
2012 for approval.  Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to adopt the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
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Visitors 
 

 
1- Joseph Motes- Presentation of flag- Not Present 

 
2- Key Students- Mayor Murray presented the Key Students from Robert E. Lee a 

certificate and city pin. 
 

3- Debbie Harbin & Christina Hudson representing the North Mobile Relay for Life.  
 
Ms. Harbin and Ms. Hudson came before council to announce the upcoming 
North Mobile Relay for Life which will be held on April 6, 2013 at Satsuma High 
School.  She stated that in the past the city has been a title sponsor and she asked 
that the city consider sponsoring the event this upcoming year.  She stated that the 
title sponsorship is $5,000 but will be split between the City of Satsuma and the 
City of Saraland.  She stated that the city’s seal will be on all the T-Shirts and 
banners.  Ms. Hudson also asked if the city could help with the garbage and police 
patrol.  
 
Mayor Murray stated that council would discuss the issue and let her know. 
 
Council recessed at 7:25 P.M. to allow the key students and their parents to leave. 
Council reconvened at 7:30 P.M.  
 

Mayor Murray opened the floor for other visitors which were not on the agenda. 
 

4- Danyell Stewart, secretary of the SHS Athletic club, came before council to 
petition the council to waive the rental fee for Steele Creek Lodge for a football 
banquet on December 20th. She stated that the event will be a Thursday.  It was 
explained that the fee could be waived, but the club would still be responsible for 
the clean-up fee.  With no further discussions, Councilmember Williams made a 
motion to waive the rental fee for the event to be held on December 20, 2012 with 
the understanding that the clean-up fee of $100 would still be due.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

5- Norman Pierce of 216 Woodland Avenue came before council to complain about 
the ditch that was put in his yard when the county paved the road.  He stated that 
he did sign the paperwork that was presented to him, but unaware that a 61’ ditch 
was doing to be dug in his front yard.  He stated that he has been in contact with 
the county and they are not willing to close in the ditch.  Mayor Murray asked 
Tom Briand to comment on the situation.  Mr. Briand stated that there were two 
public hearings while the project was being designed and Mr. Pierce did not 
attend either one.  Mr. Briand stated that there is a one year bond on the project 
and if the city tries to correct the problem by piping the ditch if could void the 
bond.  Councilmember Black stated that he thought Jay Minus should be involved 
in trying to work with the county to settle the matter.  Mr. Pierce stated that he 
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wanted his yard returned to the condition it was before the paving project, but he 
would consider waiting until after the bond expires as long as he gets a guarantee 
from the city that once the bond has expired, the city will pipe the ditch.   

 
 

REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 
 

Mayor’s Report 
 
1- Consideration of letter from Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood regarding the bid for the 

highway enhancement grant. 
 

Councilmember Dial explained that the city entered into an agreement with ALDOT in 
2009 to participate in a 80/20 grant for highway enhancement.  He stated that the bids 
were opened on November 15, 2012 and the one bid came in completely outside the 
allotted amount of the grant.  With that said, he made a motion to reject the bid based 
upon the recommendation expressed in the letter from Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood. 
Councilmember Williams seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
Councilmember Dial stated that this council will discuss scaling back the grant and look 
at solar lighting and curbing, without the burden of the upkeep of the vegetation that was 
in the original grant.  

 
2- Consideration of adopting the sexual harassment policy as prepared by Jay Minus.  

 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to adopt the policy as presented.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

Parks and Recreation 
 

Councilmember Hamblin acknowledged that the Midget A football team placed 
2nd in the Youth Bowl. 
 

Public Safety:   
 

1- Discussion of purchasing two new police cars 
 
Councilmember Butler reported that Chief McLean is requesting to purchase two 
new Ford Interceptors.  He stated that there is currently a loan with Regions, 
which was used to purchase two police vehicles that will be paid in full in 
December.  He stated that the quote is off the State Bid List for an amount of 
$21,979.00 each and Chief McLean is requesting to add a side lamp for an 
additional amount of $210.00 making the total for each car $22,119.00.  With no 
further discussion he then made a motion to purchase two Ford Interceptors at 
$22,119.00 each.  Councilmember Williams seconded the motion and it carried. 
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2- Ratify the appointment of Winston Mitchell as Jailer Dispatcher 
 

Councilmember Butler made a motion to ratify the hiring of Winston Mitchell as 
Jailer/Dispatcher to begin November 28th.  Councilmember Williams seconded the 
motion and it carried.  

 
3- Discussion of replacing the camera system in the jail. 

 
Councilmember Butler discussed that the camera system in the jail is in need of 
replacing.  He stated that Chief McLean has got a price from Hurricane Electronics for a 
16 channel with DVD and it will allow for 8 cameras for a cost of $4,257.67.  With no 
further discussion, Councilmember Butler made a motion to approve the request to spend 
$4,257.67 for a new camera system for the police department.  Councilmember Hamblin 
seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
Councilmember Butler reported that the police department will be going into Robbery 
Detail during the month of December.  This means that officers will be focusing more on 
businesses. 
 
Councilmember Butler reported that there will be a 5K run sponsored by the Home of 
Grace this Saturday.  He stated that part of Vaughan Palisades will be affected.  The 
police officers will be out warning traffic of the runners.  The run begins at 8:00 A.M. at 
Steele Creek Lodge.  
 
Councilmember Butler reported that the police department will be using auxiliary police 
officer for traffic control during the Pat Hicks dedication on December 2, 2012. 
 
Councilmember Butler discussed the request from Fire Chief Miller to have transmission 
work done on the brush truck.  He stated that Chief Miller has gotten two quotes and the 
lowest is $1100.00 from Transmission Magicians.  With no further discussions, 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to approve the request to spend $1100 for the 
repairs.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Butler read two letters of accommodations to the fire department; one 
was a citizen who thanked the department for saving her cats during a fire.  The other was 
a thank you letter from Governor Bentley which also included a check in the amount of 
$577.73.  
 
Municipal Services:   
 

1- Discussion of repairs needed for the Senior Services van. 
 
Councilmember Dial reported that the senior van is in the shop with computer issues and 
the cost to replace the computer and get the van running is estimated at $1200.00.  
Councilmember Dial expressed that he would like to move forward with the repairs since 
Mr. Robinson has to use the bus to take seniors to their appointments.  With no further 
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comments, Councilmember Dial made a motion to approve the repairs not to exceed 
$1300.00.  Councilmember Williams seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
Councilmember Dial thanked First Baptist Satsuma for providing a Thanksgiving meal to 
the employees of the city on Monday.  
 
Councilmember Dial thanked the police department for participating in the Fall Festival 
at Robert E. Lee.  He stated that the officers set up a table and did ID kits.   
 
 
Administration and Finance: 
 

1- Payment of the bills 
 
Councilmember Williams stated that council has an opportunity to review the bills in pre-
council and with no corrections or comments; he then made a motion to pay the bills as 
presented.  Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
Councilmember Williams reported that there were approximately 102 in attendance at the 
city hosted November Municipal Dinner.  He thanked Chief Miller and Mr. Black for 
their help with the preparation of the food and Mayor Murray and Councilmember Butler 
and his wife for decorating the lodge.  Councilmember Williams thanked the following 
firemen for their assistance in the preparation and presentation: Clayton Horton, Glynn 
Hurst, Kenny Keasler, Kendal Miller, Aithan Gartman and Keith McLean.  He reported 
that the total cost to the city was $936.79.   
 
Councilmember Williams stated that the city has several events in December that will 
require spending funds out of the special events budget. He reported that there was a 
budget of $17,000 to begin the year.  He stated that $2250 was spent on the Veterans 
Memorial benches and that the estimated expenditures for the municipal dinner and the 
Christmas activities are approximately $9,500.00. Councilmember Williams reminded 
everyone that the Christmas parade will be December 1 beginning at 11:00 A.M.  There 
will also be the arts and crafts at Baldwin Square.  The annual tree lighting will be 
December 11 at 6:30 P.M. at Baldwin Square.   
 
Public Works:  
 
Councilmember Black reported that several meetings ago, he stated the city would cease 
using the inmates beginning November 1 for several months.  He stated that due to 
several large projects and a shortage in manpower, there is a need to continue working 
the inmates. 
 

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1- Consideration of Ordinance 417-01- An amendment to to the Business License 
Ordinance to amend the issuance fee for 2013 business licenses. 
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Mayor Murray asked Jay Minus to explain.  Mr. Minus stated that every five years the 
Code of Alabama gives municipalities the authority to adjust the business license 
issuance fee.  He stated that this year the adjustment, by notice from the State of 
Alabama, can increase to an amount not to exceed $12.00.  This ordinance will increase 
the amount of the 2013 business licenses issuance fee from $10.00 to $12.00 as allowed 
by the Code of Alabama. 
  
Councilmember Dial made a motion to introduce Ordinance 417-01.  Councilmember 
Williams seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

2- Consideration of Ordinance 425-01- An Ordinance repealing Ordinance 417 in 
its entirety. 
 

Jay Minus explained that in 2008 the city council voted to adopt a new business license 
ordinance that changed the way the business license were calculated from flat rate to a 
fee based on gross receipts.  After the passage, there was a backlash from some of the 
business owners and council amended the ordinance to create a step up process to allow 
the business owners time to adjust to the new rates. Mr. Minus stated that the gradual fee 
increase is no longer needed and this ordinance will repeal the amendment leaving the 
ordinal business license as it was originally passed. 
 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to introduce Ordinance 425-01. 
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

3-Consideration of Resolution 2012-11-08- A resolution  amending the FY2013 
budget to reflect a change in the senior services expenses. 

 
Jay Minus stated that this is a change to the employee budgetary line item, moving funds 
from the Dogwood Festival to the salary.   
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to introduce Resolution 2012-11-08.  
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

4-Consideration of Resolution 2012-11-09- A resolution to amended Resolution 
2012-07-01, Section 3, the disposition of the drug canine named “Titan”. 
 
Jay Minus explained that in the original resolution the dog was donated to Officer 
Andy Lee, a former employee and the dog’s handler.  However, that did not work out.  
He stated that Chief McLean has found someone else who is willing to take the dog 
and this resolution will amend showing the new owner. 
 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to adopt Resolution 2012-11-09.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 

     
    RESOLUTION 2012-11-09 
  A RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION 2012-07-01 
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WHEREAS, Resolution 2012-07-01 was approved on the 17th day of July, 2012, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council to amend Section 3 of said Resolution due to a change with 
the disposition of “Titan”, the drug enforcement canine. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SATSUMA, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
Resolution 2012-07-01 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

SECTION 3. That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they are hereby are, authorized and directed to 
dispose of “Titan” who is owned by the City of Satsuma by donating him to David R. Logan, a State 
Constable.  

 
APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the 20th of November, 2012. 
       

/s/ Paul J. Murray____________       
 Paul J. Murray, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
_/s/ Vicki Miller_____________ 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk 
  
Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Councilmember Black seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 8:15 
P.M.  
 
 
____________________  ________________________ 
Mayor Murray    Councilmember Hamblin 
 
 
____________________  ________________________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
 
_____________________  ________________________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 
  City Clerk 
 
 


