
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

November 5, 2012 
The Regular Meeting of the Satsuma City Council 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall in said city at 7:20 p.m. the 5th day of November, 2012. 
  
On roll call the following answered present: 
 
  Mayor   Paul J. Murray  
  Council Members William Hamblin 

Mike Butler 
     Matt Dial 
     Tom Williams    

Bill Black 
 
Vicki Miller, City Clerk; Jay Minus, City Attorney; Tom Briand, Building Inspector; 
James Elmore, Public Works Supervisor; Chief Chris McLean, Police Department; Chief 
Clyde Miller, Fire Department and Edith Butler, Community Center Coordinator were 
present.   A quorum was present and Mayor Murray opened the meeting.  
 
 A pre-council meeting was held at 6:00 P.M.  prior to the regular meeting to discuss 
issues coming before Council. 
 
 Mayor Murray presented the minutes of the regular meeting of October 16, 2012 for 
approval.  Councilmember Black made a motion to adopt the minutes as presented. 
Councilmember Williams seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES 

 
Mayor’s Report 
 
1- Mayor’s appointment of administrative officer to the Planning Commission. 
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Mayor Murray stated that his appointment to the Planning Commission as administrative 
officer is Vicki Miller, City Clerk. 

 
2- Appointment of a council member to the Planning Board.  

 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to appoint William Hamblin as the council 
representative to the Planning Board.  Councilmember Black seconded the motion 
and it carried. 

 
3- Appointment of  Mayor and two Council Members to the Satsuma Water and Sewer 

Board. 
 

Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to appoint Mayor Murray as chairman of 
the Satsuma Water and Sewer Board. Councilmember Black seconded the motion 
and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to appoint Matt Dial to the Satsuma Water 
and Sewer Board. Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to appoint Bill Black to the Satsuma 
Water and Sewer Board.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it 
carried. 
 

4- Appointment of a Council Member to the Satsuma Public Library Board 
 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to appoint Bill Black to the Satsuma 
Public Library Board.  Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

Parks and Recreation 
 

1- Consideration of request for a donation to the Pat Hicks Softball Field 
scoreboard. 
 
Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to donate $1000 to Satsuma City School 
System for the scoreboard at the Pat Hicks Softball Field.  Councilmember Black 
seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

Public Safety:   
 

1- Consideration of the resignation from Linda Martin, Jailer/Dispatcher 
 
Councilmember Butler made a motion to accept the resignation in good standing.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 

2- Consideration of the request to hire Joseph Ziebach as Police Officer I Part Time 
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Councilmember Butler made a motion to hire Joseph Ziebach as Police Officer I Part 
Time.  Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
Councilmember Butler gave the October Fire Report stating that the fire department had 
a total of 68 calls with 11 fire calls and 57 EMS with a YTD total of 543 calls. 

 
Councilmember Butler stated that Fire Engine #4 has a blown head gasket and needs to 
be repaired. He stated that an estimate of $1750.00 has been received.  With no further 
comments or questions, Councilmember Butler made a motion to spend up to $1750.00 
for the repairs.  Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried.  

 
Councilmember Butler asked Chief Miller to give a report on the scheduled burn of the 
house on Vaughan Drive West.  Chief Miller stated that the owner volunteered the home 
to be burned.  He stated that the fire department use this controlled burn as a training 
exercise for the paid and volunteer fire fighters.  He stated that the training lasted all day 
and was very valuable.   He stated that the owner was pleased with the fact that they were 
able to burn the home and not damaging the surrounding trees. 
 
Municipal Services:   
 
Councilmember Dial expressed condolences on behalf of the Mayor and Council to the 
families of Betty Squires, Terry Bentley, Alton Vick, Mary Sullivan and to Dr. 
Rubenstein, Mayor of Saraland, and his family in the loss of their son.   
 
Councilmember Dial reminded everyone that the Lions Club of Satsuma is selling 
oranges and grapefruit for $18.00 a box.  
 
Administration and Finance: 
 

1- Payment of the bills 
 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  Councilmember 
Butler seconded the motion and it carried.  
 
Councilmember Williams stated that council has agreed to have a workshop session on 
November 12, following the Veterans Day Events at City Hall to discuss the budget, 
creating a policy restricting dogs in Baldwin Square and other city business. 
 
Councilmember Williams reminded everyone of the Veterans Day Events, including a 
parade and ceremony followed by a reception in the school annex.  
 
Councilmember Williams reported that the employees will be attending a sexual 
harassment class on November 13th.   
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Public Works:  
 
Councilmember Black reminded everyone that there will be a Thanksgiving lunch served 
on November 19, 2012 at the First Baptist Satsuma for the employees. 
 

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1- Resolution 2012-11-07- A Resolution to enter into an agreement with The Center 
for Public Safety, Inc. for a preliminary spatial needs assessment for a new public 
safety building. 
 

Councilmember Butler asked Chief McLean to comment.  Chief McLean stated this 
company specializes in public safety buildings and they have been in business over 44 
years.  He stated that they will assist with grant writing and they will look at not only the 
current needs but also plan for future needs.    
 
With no further comments or questions, Councilmember Butler made a motion to 
suspend the rules and put Resolution 2012-11-07 up for immediate adoption.  
Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and on roll call the following answered: 
 
 Councilmember Hamblin  yes 
 Councilmember Butler  yes 
 Councilmember Dial   yes 
 Councilmember Williams  yes 
 Councilmember Black  yes 
 Mayor Murray    yes 
 
Councilmember Butler then made a motion to adopt Resolution 2012-11-07.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried.  
 

Visitors 
 

Mayor Murray opened the floor for visitors. 
 

1- Jessica Coleman-750 Norton stood and thanked Chief McLean and the police 
department for helping with the Red Ribbon Week. 

 
2- Mary Atchison representing the Mobile County Bicentennial came before Council 

to report that the Bicentennial Committee will be hosting a leadership gala 
honoring 12 county business and civic leaders.  Of those chosen are Linda 
Robbins of the Satsuma City School system, Ellen Lesley, minister at St. 
Andrews Chapel in Creola, and Paul Sousa who was the consultant for the 
Satsuma City School System along with several others.    She stated that the 
tickets are $25.00 each. 
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3- Dr. Joe Walters, Superintendent of the Satsuma City School System, came before 
Council to introduce himself and to express his thankfulness for the support from 
the city and his desire for the continuous cooperation between the city and the 
school.  
 

4- Evelyn Butler expressed her thankfulness to the police department for the bike 
patrol during Halloween night.  
 
 

Adjournment 
 
With no further business to discuss, Councilmember Hamblin made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Councilmember Black seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:40 
P.M.  
 
 
 
/s/ Paul Murray_________  _/s/ William Hamblin___________ 
Mayor Murray    Councilmember Hamblin 
 
 
/s/ Mike Butler__________  _/s/ Matt Dial_________________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
 
_/s/ Tom Williams________  _/s/ Bill Black________________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
 
 
ATTEST: _/s/ Vicki Miller________ 
  City Clerk 
 
 


