
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES 

OF 
January 7, 2014 

 
Pre-Council 

 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the Pre-Council 
Session at City Hall  in said city at 6:00 p.m. the 7th day of January, 2014. Those 
present were: Mayor Paul Murray, Councilmembers:  William Hamblin, Mike 
Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black.  
 
Mayor Murray discussed agenda items with council.   
 

Regular Meeting 
 
The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, convened in the regular public 
session at City Hall  in said city at 7:00 p.m. the 7th day of January , 2014. 
 
Mayor Murray gave the invocation and Councilmember Hamblin led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
Those present were: Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: William Hamblin, 
Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black.   
 
Also present were Vicki Miller, City Clerk; James Elmore, Public Works 
Supervisor; Chief Chris McLean, Police Department; and Chief Clyde Miller, Fire 
Department.    
 
A quorum was present and Mayor Murray opened the meeting.  
 

Approval of Minutes 
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Mayor Murray presented the minutes from the meeting held on December 17, 
2013 for approval.  Councilmember Dial made a motion to adopt the minutes.  
Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Special Recognitions-None 
 
Visitors- 
Brent Rawson, student minister at First Baptist Satsuma, came before Council to 
request a waiver of the fee for Steele Creek Lodge for a Father/Daughter 
banquet to raise funds for a mission trip. 
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to approve the request.  Councilmember 
Butler seconded the motion and it carried.   
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 
Mayor Murray stated that he had no business to discuss. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION:  
 
Councilmember Hamblin stated that he had no business to discuss. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY: 
 
1. Acceptance of resignation from Charles Moye, Fire Fighter Supernumerary. 
 
 Councilmember Butler made a motion to accept the resignation in good 
standing.  Councilmember Black seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
2. Approval to expend $2200 for Officer McDaniel and Officer Fitzpatrick to                                             
attend the police academy on Jan. 20, 2014. 
 
 Councilmember Butler made a motion to approve the expense to send both 
officers to the academy and stated that upon completion the money will be 
reimbursed to the city.  Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it 
carried. 

 
 3. Approval to send Chief McLean to attend the Chief's conference January 27, 
2014 through January 31, 2014 in Huntsville, Al. Cost is $632.28 for   hotel, 
$200.00 registration and $100.00 allowance for food.  
 
 Councilmember Butler made a motion to approve the expense to send Chief 
McLean to the Chief’s conference as stated above. Councilmember Williams 
seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
Councilmember Butler discussed that for several months there has been a 
vacancy in the animal control position.  He stated that Darrell Vail who was 
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acting as the animal control officer was moved to public works.  He stated that 
since the job has been vacated, there have been more issues with dogs and 
cats.  He would like to discuss with Mr. Vail the opportunity to move back as the 
acting animal control officer with some specific guidelines and stipulations.  He 
stated that if Mr. Vail does not want to accept this offer, then the opportunity 
would be open to other public works employees.  

 
Councilmember Butler then made a motion to proceed with setting up an 
interview with Mr. Vail, Mayor Murray, Chief McLean and himself for next week 
to move forward on this matter.  Councilmember Black seconded the motion 
and it carried. 

 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES:   
 
Councilmember Dial expressed condolences on behalf of the Mayor and Council 
to the families of Tommy Cunningham, Melvin York and Joe Averitt. 
 
ADMINISTRATION: 
 
1- Payment of the Bills 
 
Councilmember Williams made a motion to pay the bills as presented.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Williams reported that he, Vicki Miller, Tom Briand and Cara 
Stallman will be meeting with Nayyer Mahdi, Grant Director for Mobile County, on 
Thursday, January 9th at 2:00 P.M.  to discuss the process to proceed with the 
right of way acquisition for the water and sewer grant on Williams Avenue. 
 
Councilmember Williams reminded everyone to watch Channel 5 to see Jessica 
Strenth, Mayor’s Granddaughter, who will be auditioning to sing the National 
Anthem at the Senior Bowl.   
 
PUBLIC WORKS:  
 
Councilmember Black reported that public works is continuing to have their 
safety meetings on Mondays and he appreciates Mr. Elmore and his crew for 
their participation. 
 
Councilmember Black reported that he and Mr. Elmore met with a representative 
with Mobile County Public Works and discussed cleaning out the ditch that runs 
behind Steven Acres.  He stated that as soon as the ditch dries out, the county 
will come in and do the work.   
  

RESOLUTIONS, ORDINANCES, ORDERS AND OTHER 
BUSINESS 
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1.  Ordinance 482-01- An ordinance amending Ordinance 482, the City of 
Satsuma Zoning Ordinance to reflect a new fee schedule and amending 
Sections 6.6, 6.19 and 6.20 to refer to the new fee schedule. 
 
Mayor Murray reported that he has received a recommendation for the Planning 
Commission to change the zoning ordinance to amend the fee schedule for fees 
relating to subdivision and zoning applications. 
 
 Councilmember Williams made a motion to introduce Ordinance 482-01. 
Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 
 
Councilmember Williams then made a motion to hold a public hearing on 
February 4, 2014 at 6:45 to hear comments on the proposed changes. 
Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and it carried. 

 
Adjournment 
 
Before Adjourning, Councilmember Dial made a motion for council to go 
into a 20 to 30 minute executive session to discuss economic development.  
Councilmember Hamblin seconded the motion and council went into 
executive session at 7:15 P.M.  
 
Councilmember Dial made a motion to reconvene the meeting to 7:00 P.M. 
on January 8, 2014 at City Hall.  Councilmember Williams seconded the 
motion and it carried. 
 

Reconvened Meeting of January 7, 2014 
 

The City Council of the City of Satsuma, Alabama, reconvened the meeting of 
January 7, 2014 at City Hall  in said city at 7:00 p.m. the 8th day of January , 
2014. 
 
Invocation was given and Mayor Murray opened the meeting.  
  
Those present were: Mayor Paul Murray; Councilmembers: William Hamblin, 
Mike Butler, Matt Dial, Tom Williams and Bill Black.  Also present was Vicki 
Miller, City Clerk. 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
Councilmember Dial stated that based on the discussions held during the 
executive session, he would like to make the following motion: 
 
To grant Bobby Skipper of Skipper Consultant authorization to gain and execute 
purchase sale agreement/option with landowners of target property; to begin 
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boundary and topographic surveys and secure an agreement with a survey 
engineer; to authorize a letter of designation to represent the City in negotiating 
with private land owners to gain consent for annexation, by letter or petition; and 
grant authorization to work with City Clerk and City Attorney to determine 
Satsuma’s fiscal capacity. 
 
Councilmember Butler seconded the motion and with no comments or questions, 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Jack Presnall requested permission to speak.  He asked if the council was giving 
Mr. Skipper absolute authority to act on behalf of the city. Councilmember Dial 
explained that Mr. Skipper will have the authority to act on behalf of the city and 
speak with the land owners, get their interest in selling their property and for how 
much and then be able to use that information to negotiate with various retailers. 
He will also be able to enter into confidentially agreements with both parties.  
 
Councilmember Williams reported that the Mobile District of the Boy Scouts of 
America will once again be holding the annual Golden Eagle Award Dinner at 
Steele Creek Lodge on February 20th.  He stated that this year’s honoree will be 
Representative Randy Davis.  He stated that this is the same night as the 
municipal dinner in Bayou La Batre, however he encouraged those who would 
not be attending the municipal dinner to consider attending the Golden Eagle 
Dinner.  
 
With no further business to discuss, Councilmember Williams made a motion to 
adjourn this meeting, Councilmember Dial seconded the motion and the meeting 
adjourned at 7:10. 
 
_/s/ Paul Murray____  __/s/ William Hamblin_____  
Mayor Murray   Councilmember Hamblin 
 
/s/ Mike Butler_______  _/s/ Matt Dial_____________________ 
Councilmember Butler  Councilmember Dial 
 
/s/ Tom Williams_____  _/s/ Bill Black_____________________   
Councilmember Williams  Councilmember Black 
 
 
ATTEST: /s/ Vicki Miller____ 
City Clerk 
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