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A golt cort is a madus valiivhe shet may nod [.1]

SLRIECT: Alvgmiey Lieneml'=s 1"Ifri.'\i|:|r|- Rr\-ﬂprﬁ'm_\r} Canit Corts
anred wpne 102 aideweik o sidewalk gk

A pail carr (2 207 a wehicie within 1B deliailion

Adlzched s g copy nl'an Alormey {emeral s epinian dubsd Fehnmry 12, 2004 sddrissed o the B} :
Honomable Edward T. Hines Atosney. City of Brewton, segarding the cperotive of polf caws on of sectinge 31-1-1.1{K1) or 40-12-240(27) af the

e psnds ancl Aighways ie Alabamo Code of Alakima and, thersfore, oy nod be uspl
n ) e ¥ ’ to traverss dhe public streats of & muptcipaliv.
LLis the opina ol the Adlormey el Uil goblvarts doaed meet the delinition of o valicle ir Treat Mt Hines:

Seetion 12-1-L 1081 rand Section 401 2-24002 7 of he Code of Alihiwo JF7E; theoekore, they

ey net be wsed to travesse the public sivests of & muaicipality, This opindon of the Alvorney Genera! i3 fssucd in response to your ceyuest

ol behalf wf the City of Brewton,

Pleuse he wdviped 1hat Avvosy General s opiniors ane aol contralling. but neasely advisory. and
sepve o offer protection fnom Tiebilily o the public afficer o wham Le apinien is directed,
e iR P QUEATIGNS

W youw should have soy questions, plense conimet the Vehicle Services Seelivn nt {334) 2434006, [6 & “galf cart™ s “vehicle” ev 2n 10 make 7L K
miuletieanar vicletion for p persom [regardiess al
Atraclignis sge} 10 drive a galf cert vpon a midewslk ar sidewalk
area under septien 32-3A-427
Undar whal coreimstamees vr sonditions, 1f any.,
oy & golf eart be opersted upon the streess {poz fed-
ezal wr stale-designated highways such oz U5
Hiphwpy 31 an Alabams Hiphway 411 af the Ciry of
Brewton?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS

In ywaur letice, worie graded thal Wil pecen? yeart Feny families in Brewion
Wave purchased goif carly that are either elecleic moter o7 gasuline snging dri-
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ven. These golf carts are being operated by boch ahfidren and adubls, bl
peimarily they are bedng cperaled by children wnder sixlesn years of 4gs on toe
sidcwalks throughar) Brewton

SGeedion 32-5A-52 prokibits 8 poreon from driving Verp eedlole upon @
sidewalk o7 sidewnlk sres excepl wpon & peemanemt of duly Avthorized reme
aerary driveway.” A s Cobfp § 32-548-57 (1999) (emphesis added). lnitizlly,
youw psk whether a golf cart is 2 "wehicle.” Title 32 of the Code of Alehame swis
furth the Jaws of this stete respecting modor vehicles snd tiaffie, Sectign 31-1-
F.M32) defines a “moednr vehicle™ g5 “felvery vehicle which ig salf-propelicd
.. - umuepd Tur sleciric persomal aesislive mobility deovices,” ALa. CoSE § 33-1-
1152 (Supp, 2007). Decause 5 @olf carc d5 & momar velicle witkin the defini-
diun ol section af 32-1.1.5(%2) of the Code of Alahzma. the reslrietien stafed in
aectien 32-5A-52 ja applicanle 1o goif cerd. Thus, regardlass of a pursan’s ege,
i ie & migdemeanar vislation for @ gell carl le be driven on a sidewslk or side-
wilk wrea. Sro, penerally, Ava. CODE § 32.34-3 (4900,

Tonr peal queslion conlemplaies wadsr wivst conditions a golf cart may he
nperaicd an Sccandary city sireets acd nol upon federal ar atace highwoys in the
municipelity, Determining whether a goif carr may be driven on aecondary vify
SIEEELS TEQUiTeE an interpretstion of hoth the mintor vehicle tawa fonnd 1o clile 32
and, ot & minimum. applicable stotutery sutherity found iz section 40:52-240, &
kg, 0f the Code of Alahama.

Sectian Il-6-5t of the Cade of Alabama providee, i@ perlincd? patt, na
follows:

Every motor wehicle operator whe sperslér o
meror pehlele apen anp cliy stragr or ether poblile
kighwap of or En pBik stere absll a il times keep
attached and pleinly visible on-the rear cnd of such
morar vehizle a leensg tag or licgars plore as pre-
acrited and furnished by the Department of Révenms at
the time the nwner or operaior purchases his licenys.

ALy, o § 32-0-51 (L9099 (enphasie wdded),

In addition, section $0-12-242 of the Code of Alabame pravides, in per-
temcid parl, Lhat “[t]he follawing sanuzf license tames and gielrdlion Tems ate
Refeay impos=d and shall be chacged on each privafe passénger sulomabile
aperofed gn The pobkiic highwars ol Lhizs stale™ ALA. TORE § 441:132-242 (2003 )
{femphasic addedj. This sectiom aleo states thet "[o]o privaie passemger subo-
mebile and e moloreyele shell be vaed on any public highway in the slate
aalegs the proper |lwgose 1RE thecefor fies beem  procured end |5 sopurely
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oached to the rear sind thercol o, © ALs. Cope § $)-12.241 [Supp. 2007).
These pravisions require every nnior vehicle operabed om & 0¥ SICSCT O 4
public tighway of the Stais ol Alsbame Lo display, ut all times, g properly pro-
cuted moelnr vehiale ligense 15p.

The deflinitions o a moter vehizle, privobe possenger aatontcehils, public
highway, snd vehicle wie sct Foglh ie scedion $0-12-240 of the Code af Alabame

a5 Fool lorwes:

(6 MOTOR VWEHICLE. Every vehicle which i
sl F-propelied. every wvehicle which is propeied by
slectrie power, and every vehicle that s drown by a
aeif-propelied  vehicls, insludidg every traller and
semitretler

(18] FRIVATE TASIENGER AUTOMOGBILE
Every mator vehicle designed prumarily for the frans-
poreation of nime persons of leas except the following:

B. Motaraycles.

h BMotas vekicles vaed in the fansposiation
ol persons Tor hire.

[ Treilees or sembtrailers.

d. Selt-orapelled cempers or house  cars
ituisding every mator vehicle of the Lype wsually
referred ta ar & bus which (s gwned and operated by an
siidividusl for perions] o7 private uae amd nol Tog hirg
rent. or comnessation.  hiotar trocks of the iyps
commonly Enown as “piekupe” or Tpickap fracke.”
regurdless ¢l i8¢ wee mady of oy speh Ool0F tweds
2nd regacdless of whether the owner thersof awns or
ko zcoess to ony other mode of transportalion, shall
et he dzermed to carplilnie & private passenggr
autvmobiie.

{17y PUBLIC HIGHWAY. Evwry highway, raad,
siteed, allew, inge, cowrt, place, Irail, drive, bridge, via-
dwit, wr lredlls, located ailbor willhin & mumipality ar
in waincorpocded termitory, and laid ovt or erecled by
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the pisklic or dedicated or abendoned to the public or
intended for vse by or for the pebiie, The term “paklic
highway" shail apply to and include drivewaws pan Lhe
grounds of edversices, colleges, schools, and fnstinu-
tiose, but ahall met includeo private dovewsys, privale
rerds, oF privalc places ool imteaded For use by the
mehlis

{27y YERICLE. Every declee im, apom, or by
whiah amp parsak eor pEAREFIE v or may be tiasspasizd
of drawen xpoa g Mgheay, vrcepling devices moved by
musualar pawer or used exelusivaly apon reils ot irocks
or alectric personal assisrive maokbifioy devices

Ava, Coon § 40-12-240 {2007 ) (emahasis added )

These deflinispans, read 1ogerher, comcaplate o vehzehe thar ia scbi-
neepeiled or propelled by eleciric power pnd desigred for wie upon & kighwey.
A similar dafinition of vehicle ia found in the Moter Yehiclea and Traffic law
vaadified in titte 32 of the Uode of Alabame, Thee acelion defines B wehicls as
"lefvery deviee in, upos or by which any persan or propedy is or mey he frans.
ffte sl or dtawn wpan 4 highway, sncepling devicze soved by human powee af
uzed emchupively upum sislionacy rhils or racks ar ebeciric persadnl acsistive
makilivy devices; provided. that for the parpoees of this didle. a bicyele or a2
fidder. onimal eha!l by devmed & vehicle, ekcopl those provisions of this 1itls,
which by rhwir vary néture can have oo zpplication.” Ala. CooE § 32-1-0, 1{BQ )
[Supp, 2007

This {MTice hes previcwsly answered similar questions ip ocpigicna o
Celenel Byren Frencni, Direoter, Alohams Deaparoment of Peblie Satery, dated
Qereber 29, FPRS, AAF Wo, 36-00037 pnd o Honorshle [ Lagier Strowed, Tag
Commissioner, Russoll Councy, deted fMogust 27, 1985, &G, No, K3-L4ES,
Dioh of theey opinions determined that the term “momet vericle” eontemplates o
vehiele designed for use upen highweve, A seti-propelied vehicle not designed
for use upar a highway, Bul dezignaied for "ofl raad™ wis hy he manuafaeljrer,
daes nat Thil within the definition of “motor vehicle.” jd.

To delarmine whether u godl éart ia 8 vehicle wilhin the meaning of pee-
l!l-'l'l 211 WBY) or section 40-12-240027% of the Code of Alxhaimn, considera-
teon shuould he given fo the purpose Tor which golf cans are desigmed, It is
daubtful thet any manufactarer decigned o golf cat for uen on highways. As ix
curmanly understond, a gelf cprl i3 o fowi-wheel vehicle usud Lo dransanrt
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golfers xnd thalr equipmont en & golf consse. Accerdingly, it i the cpdnien of
thig Offize that 4 goll cert is mct designed for use wpen the highways amd is
Lharefore nod a vehialy within the meaning of seceicrs 37-1-0 (81} nr 402
20077y of the Code ofF Alobamp.

Notwitkstanding the JTovegoing. if = menufsturer of goil cans sbouid cer-
Bify o patoicular golf cart as m owehicle for ase on streets and highways, the
sehicle must satisfy ceverrl ptptubory reguivememta theowghouwt the Sode of
Alabrms. Soo, peacrally, §§ 32-6-50, 11-5-210 o 32-5-153, A2-T-1 1a 32-7.43,
FRA-Fam 32-74-77, 11.6-], and d40- | 2- 280 ).

WL

A gell vart i3 o morar vansels within 10 e definitinm af seeriom 33-1-1.1(%1)
uf the Code of Alsbama tha! maw sot be used vpan fae sidewalk or sidewalk
AEa.

Aol vacl i nid a vekicke within the definigion of sectigrs 3211, B3 1%
or d{-12-240{27) aof the Code of Alzhama ond, therefare, may a he used tn
lraverse the pahlic s:rouie of @ municipality.

[ bope this answers your gquestions. B ke Ofice can he of furiber assis-
fance, pleags Jo ol lesilzly 0 coplact Monsl M. Ozings of @y alalll
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